
In 2017, our city was awarded the title of “European City of Sport 
2018”. The title is awarded by the European Capitals and Cities of Sport 
Federation, a non-profit organization recognized in the European 
Commission’s White Paper, which aims to internationally acknowl-
edge communities that value sport and create contexts favourable 
to its development for its inhabitants.

Some of the Cluj-Napoca assets are: 25 sports facilities, over 100 active 
sports associations, five important sports clubs, teams in national 
leagues, a paralympic association (Lamont Center), 38 professional 
or semi-professional sports played in the city. Sports facilities include: 
Gheorgheni Sports Complex, Multi-Purpose Hall, Cluj Arena, “Simion 
Bărnuţiu” Central Park, “Iuliu Haţieganu” Sports Park and CFR Cluj 
Stadium.

Access to sports facilities for individuals, free of charge or at afforda-
ble prices, such as the Gheorgheni Sportive Training Camp or “Iuliu 
Haţieganu” Park - which are free of charge for students and at low 
fees for the rest of the population, are all aspects that contributed to 
the awarding of the title. 

Sports volunteering is another important aspect, with every major 
event benefiting from numerous volunteer teams who have con-

tributed to the smooth running of their activities, which in time lead to educating a generation for the respect and 
commitment to movement and sports. 

The institutional partners who supported the candidacy are the Romanian Football, Basketball, Handball, Tennis and 
Gymnastics Federations.

The benefits of obtaining the title of “European City of Sport” are the opportunity to capitalize on all the investments 
over the recent years, increasing the number of inhabitants involved in sports activities for improving the quality of life, 
socialising or performance. Affiliation to a select group of European cities that have won this title in the past, such as 
Cagliari (2017), Kosice (2016), Bordeaux (2015), Cordoba (2014), Guimaraes (2013), Firenze and Bilbao (2012) (2011), 
Innsbruck (2008), Leicester (2007) and the implementation of good sports practice models are undeniable advantages 
for the Cluj sport. Moreover, such a title gives us real prospects for the 2021 or 2022 candidacy for the European Capital 
of Sport.

The winning of this title represents an European recognition of our community’s vision and efforts to support invest-
ments in sports infrastructure, public policies to promote mass sports and the recognition of national and European 
sporting events organised in our city. Together with the title of the European Youth Capital, won in 2015, this new title 
will further contribute to increasing the visibility of our city internationally, including Cluj in the European network of 
cities promoting sports policies. 

The activities proposed for the 2018 timetable also include the hosting of international sporting events as well as mass 
events: increasing the sports participation pyramid by developing theoretical and practical programs for beginners, 
adolescents and adults, using all the facilities already existing and social inclusion programs through physical activity 
for seniors. The municipality aims, with such a project, to develop a set of good practices in the field, so that the voluntary 
involvement of the Cluj people in various sports competitions will reach new dimensions and contribute to the high 
degree of professionalism of the events.

El alcalde del municipio de Cluj-Napoca 

Cluj-Napoca - “European 
City of Sport 2018”
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100 years since 
the Great Union
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In 2018 Romania celebrates 100 years since one 
of the most important events in its history: the 
Great Union. In 1918, Bessarabia (March 27th), 

Bukovina (November 15th) and Transylvania 
(December 1st) were united with the Kingdom of 
Romania. 

The Union was made possible due to the collapse 
of the Russian Empire and the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. The Romanians in these territories had 
been given the freedom to decide their own fate. 

The Union was the result of the collaboration 
between the Romanian elites and the people, 
for whom King Ferdinand I and Queen Maria of 
Romania were heroic figures, since the two sov-
ereigns had fought in World War I. The Union of 
Transylvania was decided in Alba Iulia by the 
1,228 Romanian deputies assembled in the 
National Assembly. 

A Cluj inhabitant, the Greek Catholic Bishop Iuliu 
Hossu, was the one who announced the news of 
the Union to the 100,000 Romanians gathered in 
Alba Iulia. Iuliu Hossu became the first Romanian 
cardinal in the history, and he is to be proclaimed 
a saint of the Catholic Church in 2019, when the 
visit of Pope Francis is expected in Cluj.
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Cluj is one of the most vibrant multicultural 
cities in Europe. Cluj can be considered, 
through its history and nowadays diversity, 

a miniature Europe.

The history of the city begins in the year 106, 
when the Kingdom of Dacia was conquered by 
the Roman Empire and largely transformed into 
a Roman province. A small Roman military post 
was set up in the Cluj area, which guarded the 

passage over the Someșul Mic River and ensured 
the movement of the troops to the fortified bor-
der zone, the Roman limes. 

In addition to this military post, a settlement that 
became the first Roman municipium, Napoca, 
was established in Dacia, then it was given the 
rank of colony. Subsequently, after the withdrawal 
of the Roman army from Dacia in 275, the city 
was part of the kingdom of the Goths and Gepids. 

A miniature 
Europe
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The Gepid kingdom, which destroyed the Hunnic 
Empire after Attila’s death, had its capital near 
Cluj, in Apahida. 

The city decayed into the era of migration, but it 
was reborn in the Middle Ages in the 13th century, 
when the German settlers settled here in Transyl-
vania and named it Klausenburg. Subsequently, 
Cluj became a city inhabited predominantly by 
Hungarians under the name of Kolozsvar, and 

after the First World War it entered the composi-
tion of the Kingdom of Romania. 

At present, Cluj brings together historical com-
munities of Romanians, Hungarians, Germans, 
Roma, Jews, Armenians, as well as recent com-
munities of French, British, Dutch, Asians, Turkish 
and Italians. There is an ethnic, cultural and reli-
gious mosaic of communities that live in peace 
and learn from each other.
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Cluj-Napoca is ranked in several European 
and worldwide tops, which appreciate the 
quality of life and other indicators that 

make it one of the most visited cities in Europe.

Read below the tops in which Cluj is ranked. 

 − The best positioned Romanian city in a rank-
ing that measures the quality of life in 143 
cities around the world (May 2016)

 − The friendliest city with foreigners in Europe: 
91% of Cluj inhabitants have a positive per-
ception of foreigners. In second place, with 
90%, is Copenhagen, followed by Reikjavik, 
Zurich, Dublin, Luxembourg, Zagreb (89%). 

 − The cleanest air in Europe, according to a 
ranking of pollution in the top 100 European 
largest cities.

 − The place where the artistic avant-garde of the 
21st century is redefined. The volume “Art Cities 

Cluj-Napoca, 
the place it’s worth 
visiting 

Cluj-Napoca, 
the place it’s worth 
visiting 
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of the Future: 21st Century Avant-Gardes” (pub-
lished in September 2013) identified Cluj-Napoca 
as one of the 12 places in the world where the 21st 
century arts avant-garde is redefining, assessment 
also mentioned by “Huffington Post“ and “The 
New York Times” in the eloquent chronicles of the 
volume. Cluj has, after Bucharest, the greatest 
urban cultural vitality in Romania, according to 
the studies carried out by the Center for Consul-
tancy and Research in the Field of Culture.

 − International media recommends Cluj as a 
tourist destination: USA Today recommends 
Cluj as a tourist destination for young people, 
CNN recommends Romania as a tourist des-
tination and mentions Cluj, The Sun recom-
mends Cluj for its venues and for the art gal-
leries, TripAdvisor places Cluj in the 3rd place 
in a tourist destination top from 2016, and the 
Central Park in Cluj-Napoca was awarded the 
Trip Advisor’s Excellency Certificate. 
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Cluj is the first city in Romania to run for the 
title of European Capital of Innovation. 
Most likely, Cluj candidacy will aim for 2026 

or 2027. It is the first Romanian city to run for this 
title. Cluj has seven strengths in this competition. 

The first is represented by the large number of 
educated young people who are able to come 
up with new ideas. The second is represented by 
the Cluj universities engaged in relevant scientific 
research. The third brings to the fore the clusters 
that ensure the technological transfer. The fourth 
is represented by the large number of technolog-
ical start-ups. The fifth is the vibrant and dynamic 
economic environment. 

The sixth strength is represented by the network of 
industrial and technological parks, as well as busi-
ness clubs that bring together both multinational 
and local companies, most willing to cooperate. 

And the seventh is represented by the open-
minded local administration and the ability to 
use new technologies to ease the interaction 
between citizens and institutions. 

The European Capital of Innovation title is 
awarded by the European Commission together 
with a prize of € 1 million. Until now,  Barcelona,   
Amsterdam, Vienna and Paris have been the cap-
itals of innovation.

Cluj, City of 
Innovation
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Cluj is the most prestigious university centre 
in Romania. The 11 universities in the city 
bring together about 100,000 students, 

master students and PhD students. These uni-
versities are part of the national elite. 

Babeș-Bolyai University is the highest ranked 
Romanian higher education institution in the 
world. The University was founded in 1581 and 
provides courses in Romanian, Hungarian, Ger-
man, English and French. 

“Iuliu Hațieganu” University of Medicine and 
Pharmacy is the highest ranked Romanian Univer-
sity in its field and provides courses in Romanian, 
English and French. The Faculty of Medicine has 
the largest number of foreign students in Roma-
nia, over 2,500. 

The University of Agricultural Sciences and Vet-
erinary Medicine provides studies in Romanian, 
English and French and the Technical Univer-
sity has lines of study in Romanian, English and 
German. 

The University of Art and Design has graduates 
that outperform representatives of companies 
such as Nina Ricci and Hugo Boss in competitions.

Among the private universities, Sapientia pro-
vides studies in Hungarian and German. 

Foreign students come to Romania for the quality 
of education, the vibrant life of Cluj and low costs 
of living in this city which has turned into true 
European capital of youth, official titled held by 
Cluj-Napoca in 2015. 

The City of Universities
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Treasure City 
in Transylvania
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One of the most beautiful names held by 
Cluj throughout history has been the 
Treasure City. This name reflects the 

beauty and prosperity of the city. 

Some of the most attractive corners of Cluj are the 
two botanical gardens. Cluj is one of the few Euro-
pean cities with two such gardens. The smallest 
is arranged inside the University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine. The largest and 
most beautiful one covers an area of   14 hectares 
and was designed by the scientist Alexandru Borza. 
The garden accommodates numerous green-
houses and covers an area of   14 hectares. It hosts 
10,000 species of plants and some areas designed 
as the Japanese Garden and the Roman Garden. 

Landscape enthusiasts can climb Cetățuii Hill, 
which towered an Austrian star-shaped fortress 
in the 18th century, of which there are only four 

buildings remaining. Belvedere Hotel was erected 
on this hill during the communist period, and 
afterwards, in 1995, a huge iron cross. 

Another green space that includes numerous 
monuments is Central Park, with a history of 
nearly two centuries. Its alleyways head tourists 
to the Central Lake, where one can go canoeing 
in summer and skating in winter. 

Casino Cultural Centre is among the most beau-
tiful monuments in the park, built by Lajos Pakey 
in the 19th century. The centre hosts many cul-
tural events, such as the Royal Carol. Another 
important cultural centre is the Tailors’ Bastion, 
a defence tower from the 18th century. The base-
ment accommodates a cultural coffee shop, and 
on one of the floors there is an exhibition of per-
sonal belongings of Prince Emil Racoviță, scholar 
and explorer of Antarctica.
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Union Square

The city’s central square was created after the 
erection of the second precinct of the medieval 
town. 

Archaeological excavations have revealed that 
this was the city’s centre of economic, spiritual 

and administrative life since the Roman era (106 
-275 BC). The archaeological site is covered with 
glass. One of its symbols is the statue of Mat-
thias Corvinus, near St. Michael Church, made 
by sculptor János Fadrusz, winner of the Grand 
Prix at the World Exhibition in Paris in 1900.

Michael the Brave 
Square

A small park was created 
during the socialist period 
as a result of setting the 
old commodity market in 
this area, which is dom-
inated by the equestrian 
statue of Prince Michael 
the Brave.

Squares and 
Pedestrian Areas

Squares and 
Pedestrian Areas
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Avram Iancu and 
Stephen the Great 
Squares

Decorated in the 19 th 
century as an ornamen-
tal square, Avram Iancu 
Square hosts the Ortho-
dox Metropolitan Cathe-
dral and numerous public 
institutions. Here lies the 
statue of Avram Iancu, the 
leader of the 1848 Revolu-
tion in Transylvania.

I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e 
square there is a spectac-
ular fountain. Stephen the 
Great Square lies south, 
and is dominated by the 
Romanian Opera House 
and the National Theatre. 
The Palace of Justice and 
the Military Headquarters 
are located on the east 
side of the square.

Museum Square and 
Old Town

The oldest square down-
town is situated in the mid-
dle of the first precincts of 
the city, on approximately 
seven hectares. Fragments 
from the first defensive wall 
were preserved together 
with archaeological sites. 
One emblematic monu-
ments is Matia House, the 
birthplace of King of Hun-
gary, Bohemia and Croa-
tia (1443-1490), Matthias 
Corvinus.
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Top Three
museums in Cluj

Cluj-Napoca has 11 major museums, most of them downtown or close to downtown. Here are the 
Top 3 museums in Cluj

Ethnographic Museum of 
Transylvania
Founded in 1922 by Professor Romu-
lus Vuia, under the High Patronage of 
King Carol II of Romania, the Ethno-
graphic Museum of Transylvania fea-
tures over 41,000 traditional objects, 
dating from the 17th century to 20th 
century.

This museum has two sections: the 
Pavilion and the Romulus Vuia Ethno-
graphic Park (outdoor department).

The Pavilion operates inside “Reduta” 
Palace, a historical monument from 
the 16th century.
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Pharmacy Museum

This unique museum can be found in the old-
est pharmacy in Cluj-Napoca, called “La Sfântul 
Gheorghe”, also known as Hintz drug store, dat-
ing back to 1573. The museum was opened in 
1954 and started with a collection Transylvanian 
pharmaceutical objects owned by Professor 

Iuliu Orient. This collection contains 1,800 
pieces. The furniture is original from the 18th to 
19th century. The Potion Room contains more 
than 200 pharmaceutical wooden containers 
from the 17th and 19th. The pharmacy basement 
looks like a medieval alchemy lab. 

Art Museum
The Art Museum in Cluj-Na-
poca features a collection 
of over 12,000 paintings, 
sculptures,  graphic ar t 
and decorative pieces and 
is considered one of the 
most important museums 
in Romania. Founded in 
1951 as an institution, the 
museum has been oper-
ating since 1956 in Banffy 
Palace - a baroque build-
ing, which was originally 
intended as the residence 
for the governor of Transyl-
vania, Banffy Gyorgy.
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Cluj, the City 
of Religions

Assumption Orthodox Cathedral, from Avram Iancu Square. It was built by King Charles II in Byz-
antine style in the 20th century. It is famous for its mosaics and acoustics.

St. Michael Roman Catholic Church, in Unirii 
Square. It was built by the Germans in Gothic 
style in the 16th century, as a symbol of freedom 
of the city. It is famous for its architecture and 
stained glass windows.

The tradition of comity between Cluj 
religions is long-standing. For exam-
ple, in 1568, near Cluj, Turda, the Tran-
sylvanian Diet ruled for the first time 
in Europe that everyone has the right 
to choose his/her religion freely. Most 
major religions have built true monu-
ments of sacred art over the centuries.
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Transfiguration Greek 
Catholic Cathedral on 
Eroilor Avenue. It was 
built by the Austrian 
Empress Maria Theresa 
in baroque style in the 
18 th centur y.  I t  was 
given by Pope Pius XI 
to the Romanian Greek 
Catholics in 1924. It has 
a reredos and an icon-
ostasis unique in the 
world. Lutheran Cathedral in Cluj, on 21 

Decembrie 1989 Avenue. It was 
built in eclectic style in the 19th 
century. It is famous for its organ.

Unitarian Church of Cluj,  on 
21 Decembrie 1989 Avenue, in 
baroque style, 18th century. It 
hosts a rounded stone where the 
founder of the Unitarian religion, 
David Francis, preached.

N e o l o g  S y n a -
gogue. It is located 
on Horea Street. 
It was erected in 
Moorish style in 
the 19th century. It 
is dedicated to the 
Jews from Cluj who 
were deported to 
Auschwitz by the 
Nazis.

Reformed Church from 
downtown, on Mihail 
Kogalniceanu Street, 
built in Gothic style 
in the 15th century by 
King Matthias Corvinus 
for the Roman Catho-
lics. It became a Protes-
tant Church during the 
reign of Prince Gabriel 
Bethlen. It features the 
largest collection of 
coats of arms of the 
Hungarian nobility in 
Transylvania.
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Cluj-Napoca Tourist 
Information Center

Located in the historical center of the city, 
close to the old City Hall, on one of the 
most important pedestrian and commercial 

arteries, the Tourist Information Center (TIC) is 
addressed to Cluj-Napoca visitors and Cluj inhab-
itants who wish to know better their town and the 
possibilities for leisure.

The information provided refers to both the 
tourist destinations and routes in the city and 
the vicinity, as well as the tourist base (hotels, 
hostels, restaurants, clubs, travel agencies, car 
rental) and recreational facilities. The TIC offers 
free flyers, maps and guides in many international 
languages, as well as internet access for tourist 
information, interactive tourist map, etc.

SUMMER-TIME PERIOD:
(April to October):
Monday to Friday: 08:30 a.m. to 08:00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday: 10:00 a.m. to 06:00 p.m.
 
WINTER-TIME PERIOD:
(November to March):
Monday to Friday: 08:30 a.m. to 06:00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday: 10:00 a.m. to 06:00 p.m.
 
B-dul Eroilor nr. 6-8, 400129, Cluj-Napoca
Phone: +4 0264 452244 / +4 0264 450090
Fax: +4 0264 452249

Email: office@visitcluj.ro
www.visitcluj.ro
www.visitclujnapoca.ro
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Cluj Guided Tours

Cluj Guided Tours is an invitation to discover 
the history of Transylvania. They offer the 
opportunity to explore the fascinating 

architectural heritage and create a medieval 
atmosphere with stories and legends. 

Cluj Guided Tours brings to light the story of the 
“Treasure City” - Cluj Napoca, by rediscovering the 
cultural and historical heritage of these lands. Gen-
eral or thematic tours are offered to everybody. 
They are available in Romanian, but also in English, 
Hungarian, German, French, Italian and Spanish. 
English tours at fixed time are free of charge. 

Free tour information in English:
Meeting point: Unirii Square, in front of the Mat-
thias Corvinus Monument
Duration: 1h 30 min.
Every day, from 11 o’clock, without reservation
Upon request, from 06.00 p.m., 24 h reservation 
in advance
In other languages, guided tours are available on 
request at least 24 hours in advance, at an addi-
tional cost.

For further information and tour schedules: con-
tact@clujguidedtours.ro or at 0040745043025. 

Cluj Guided Tours
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Hoia-Baciu Forest,
Romania’s 

Bermuda Triangle 

Located northwest of Cluj-Napoca, Hoia-Baciu 
Forest has the reputation of a mysterious 
place, which has been enjoying the attention 

and interest of the media and researchers since 
1968, when the military technician Emil Barnea 
captured above the forest some of the best pho-
tos of a flying saucer in the world.

Subsequently, the phenomena from the forest 
brought to Cluj-Napoca the tourism of those 
enthusiastic about paranormal and bizarre 
phenomena.BBC has named this place the “Ber-
muda Triangle” of Romania and one of the most 
frightening forests in the world. Legend has it 
that a shepherd with 200 sheep went into the 
woods and never came out again. Witnesses 
reported unexplained phenomena such as lights 
of different colours and shapes, voices of men 
and women, bizarre local vegetation - unusual 
shaped trees.

For those who chase thrills or just looking for a 
walk in the nature, Hoia-Baciu Forest has turned 
into an important milestone of Cluj’s tourist offer. 
Some visitors of the forest are celebrities, such as 
Nicolas Cage.
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Vlad Țepeș

Transylvania is a land of dark legends, impen-
etrable forests, eternally snowy mountains, 
where the nights are haunted by ghosts and 

vampires.

Dracula makes the rules around here. All these 
are, of course, but a literary and commercial 
myth. Dracula and Dracula-related places, such 
as the house where he was born in Sighisoara 
and Bran Castle, still attract thousands of tourists 
each year.

Cluj is the perfect place to organise trips to dis-
cover the truth and the myth of Dracula’s leg-
end. Those who want to experience this type of 
tourism in Cluj can visit the Central Cemetery. It 
is Transylvania’s Pere Lachaise, where the most 
important personalities of the city are buried, and 
it offers a unique experience to visitors especially 
on November 1st, All Souls Day, when cemeteries 
turn into a land of light, as the Transylvanians pray 
with lighted candles in their hands for the souls 
of those departed from this world.

Dracula
Travel through
the Land ofDracula
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For those who love hiking, clean air and 
breath-taking landscapes, Cluj - The Heart 
of Transylvania recommends visiting at least 

two natural sights in Cluj County: Turzii Gorge and 
Bridal Veil Falls. 

Located about 40 kilometres from Cluj-Napoca 
(30 minutes by car), the Turzii Gorge is a spectac-
ular mountainside, practically a cut in a Jurassic 
limestone rock made in the Hășdate Valley. The 
Gorge have a length of 1,300 m and a wall height 
of up to 200 m.

The landscape is of a rare wildlife: high and 
steep cliffs, sharp crests, stone towers, stony 
hills, screes, arches, etc. It contains over 1,000 
species of plants, animals or butterflies. The 
place is also ideal for climbing the rocky walls 
of the Gorge.

Bridal Veil is one of the most beautiful waterfalls 
in Romania. The fall of water is over 30 meters. 
During the winter, the wall is rocky and the water 
frozen, so the place becomes an excellent ice 
climb for those passionate about this sport.

Must see places 
in Cluj County
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An old legend reminds us that the name of the 
waterfall originates from the story of a bride 
who would had fallen from the steep cliffs of the 
waterfall, and her veil got caught in the cliffs. 
The wedding guests stopped there and began 
weeping, and their tears turned into a cascade. In 
reality, the name could be inspired by the shape 
of the waterfall, which resembles a veil. The road 
from Cluj-Napoca to Răchițele village, Mărgău 
commune, where the Bridal Veil Falls lies, takes 
about an hour and a half by car (there are about 
80 kilometres).
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Salina Turda
has Become the Most

Visited Tourist Attraction
in Romania

Salina Turda
has Become the Most

Visited Tourist Attraction
in Romania

26



Salina Turda has officially became 
the most visited tourist attraction 
in Romania. In 2016, the number of 

visitors exceeded 600,000. Among these 
visitors there are personalities such as Her 
Royal Highness Princess Marie of Roma-
nia. Salina Turda is the second salt mine 
in Europe in number of visitors and, at the 
same time, the only underground place in 
the world which can be visited using the 
StreetView application. Furthermore, Busi-
ness Insider publication declared Salina 
Turda the most beautiful underground 
place in the world.

People come to see the wells drilled in 
salt for hundreds of years, and to enjoy 
its modern attractions thanks to the salt 
mine modernisation from 2009. There is 
a panoramic elevator, a wheel reminding 
of the famous Golden Eye in London, an 
underground saltwater lake where tourists 
can navigate using boats, sportsground 
or an amphitheatre with heated seats. All 
these led to the consolidation of Salina 
Turda tourism brand. 35 percent of these 
tourists come from abroad.

Salina Turda enjoyed an intensive pro-
motion at international level. Scenes 
from films, like Batman, were shot in the 
old salt mine. Salina Turda was also pro-
moted on CNN, the Weather Channel or 
on state television in Japan. The renowned 
travel guide Lonely Planet, which declared 
Transylvania as destination of excellence 
in 2016, included Salina Turda among its 
recommendations. 

www.salinaturda.eu
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Transylvania’s 
seven medieval 
fortresses

Transylvania’s 
seven medieval 
fortresses
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Since the Middle Ages, Transylvania has 
become famous throughout the world for 
its seven fortresses or fortified cities. These 

cities were erected by the Saxons, that is by the 
Germans settled in the region to revive the cities, 
some of them dating back the Roman Empire. 

At present, the largest of the seven cities 
is Cluj, the unofficial capital of Transylvania, 
which enjoys the largest airport and the best 
infrastructure. Tourists can visit downtown Cluj 
with its Gothic churches, of which the most 
beautiful are the 16th-century Roman-Catholic 
Church of St. Michael, or the 15th-century Saint 
George’s Reformed Church. They can also visit 
the fragments of the old medieval fortress, with 
the Tailors’ Tower.

The second medieval fortress is Sighișoara. Its 
downtown is listed as UNESCO heritage. There 
lies Vlad Dracul House, the place where Prince 
Vlad the Impaler, famous under the name of 
Dracula, was born. Sighişoara also has a famous 
wooden staircase, used by schoolchildren from 
the Middle Ages.

Sibiu was the European Capital of Culture in 
2007 and will be the European Capital of Gas-
tronomy in 2019. The Main Square and the 
Small Square are famous, magnificent monu-
mental ensembles.

Brașov is famous for its historic area, where 
the most beautiful Gothic Lutheran church, 
the Black Church, is located. Thanks to Poiana 
Brașov, it is a first-class ski destination. 

Bistrița is known for its pedestrian area and for 
the remarkable way in which it restored the 
downtown Lutheran Evangelical Church.

Downtown Mediaș includes, in its turn, a for-
tified citadel, but also a larger fortress church, 
raised by the townspeople, which has under-
gone a vast process of restoration.

Orăștie is a special historical heritage and it is 
the urban downtown for organising the best 
trips to the Dacian fortresses, which are part 
of the UNESCO heritage.
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The Magic of 
Carpathians 
in Apuseni 
Natural Park
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Romania is famous for the beauty of its pure 
nature. The Carpathians’ magic is attract-
ing more and more tourists who discover 

ancient forests of oak, beech and fir trees, bright 
waterfalls, caves dug into the limestone over mil-
lennia, or villages with wooden houses like in our 
grandparents’ time. 

A region of particular beauty is the Apuseni Nat-
ural Park, with a surface of over 75,000 hectares. 
The protected area lies in Cluj, Alba and Bihor 
Counties. Apuseni Natural Park features beauties 
like the underground Scărişoara Glacier, a huge 
block of ice remained unmelted for several thou-
sands of years, hidden in the bowels of the earth, 
or the Bears’ Cave, where an impressive number 
of cave bears fossils has been discovered. 

In Apuseni Natural Park there are in fact over 
20 caves, three large glaciers and several sink-
holes. The Apuseni Natural Park is accessible 
from one of the three roads from its periphery: 
Oradea - Huedin - Cluj-Napoca (in the north), 
Oradea - Beius - Deva (in the west) and Ştei - 
Câmpeni - Turda (in the south).
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Cluj Days
One of the most beautiful festivals in Roma-

nia celebrates the vitality and diversity of 
a 2000-year-old city. The Cluj Days will take 

place this year between May 17th and 20th, and will 
include the organisation of a medieval camp near 
the walls of the old city, classical music concerts, but 
also rock, pop, dance, jazz or electro, popular music, 
as well as an international culinary festival. 

The art descends in the middle of the street, in 
unique forms, accessible to all, and children, 
young artists and all Cluj inhabitants are invited 
to enjoy the festival, to show their creativity and 
discover the tastes from all over the world. The 
Cluj Days is a festival of joy at the end of spring, 
when the capital of Transylvania reveals its splen-
dour under the brightness of the sun. 

32



Los Días de la Cultura 
Húngara en Cluj 
En 2018, los Días de la Cultura Húngara en Cluj 

tienen lugar entre los días 19 y 26 de agosto. 
La edición del 2017 tuvo más de 220.000 par-

ticipantes y más de 500 eventos desarrollados en 
60 lugares. El festival tuvo en 2017 al menos 45 
conciertos y 14 recitales de música clásica. 

Durante los ocho días del festival se han desar-
rollado 135 actividades y eventos para niños, 
150 eventos en la calle Mihail Kogălniceanu, 40 
proyecciones de películas y actividades deporti-
vas, 120 debates, presentaciones y mesas redon-
das y 35 exposiciones. 

El público presente en el  festival pudo también 
participar, en frente de la Iglesia Reformada, al 
lanzamiento de 500 globos que marcaron el 

cumplimiento de 500 años de la Reforma Prot-
estante y pudieron admirar en el Museo Nacional 
de Historia de Transilvania las 300 imágenes de 
Cluj y de sus habitantes, mayoritariamente de 
las últimas décadas del siglo XIX, realizadas por 
Ferenc Veress, el primer fotógrafo famoso de 
Transilvania. 

El espectáculo final del festival con los artistas del 
Teatro de Opereta de Budapest, acompañados 
por la orquesta de la Opera Húngara de Cluj, fue 
un verdadero éxito de público. 

Los organizadores del festival son: Asociația Clujul 
Comoară y Asociația Zilele Culturale Maghiare. 
En 2018 empieza también la planificación del 
décimo aniversario que tendrá lugar en 2019.
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Biggest

Untold
 edition so far
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Since its first edition in 2015, Untold has 
become the biggest festival in Romania. In 
2015, when Cluj was the European Youth 

Capital, Untold received the title of Best Major 
Festival in Europe. The festival has grown year 
after year and in 2018 the organizers announce 
the biggest edition so far. 

While 220 artists got on the Untold scenes in 
2017, in 2018 there will be 250 guests. Moreover, 
in 2017 there were 330,000 spectators, and the 
organizers’ representative, Bogdan Buta, says he 
will try to find solutions to increase the capacity 
of the area where the festival takes place. More 
than 30,000 subscriptions for the four-day festival 

have been already bought at the end of 2017, and 
all the one-day tickets and subscriptions for sale 
were sold out. 

The world’s best DJs will be invited at Untold 2018. 
The festival will take place as usual in an area com-
prising the ClujArena stadium, the Multi-Purpose 
Hall and a part of the Central Park. Untold 2018 
will take place between August 2nd and 5th, 2018, 
and much of the accommodation in Cluj has 
already been reserved by the fans of the festival.

Some of the names that could come back to Cluj 
are Armin van Buuren, Afrojack, Dmitri Vegas & 
Like Mike. 
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Electric Castle,  
at a new level in 2018 

Electric Castle is held every year in July on the 
amazing area of   Banffy Castle in Bonțida. The 
event enjoys the largest festival area in the 

country, and aims to break the barriers between 
electronic music, rock, jazz, hip-hop or reggae, 
daytime activities and contemporary art. 174,000 
people attended the 5-day festival in 2017 and 
over 200 artists performed on the event scenes.

The artists confirmed so far for the 2018 edition 
are: Damian Marley, London Grammar, Netsky, 
Valentino Kahn, Quantic Live Band, JP Cooper, 
Wolf Alice, The Horrors, San Holo, High Contrast, 

Nastia, London Elektricity, Krakota, Makoto, 
Fakear, Elrow, Dubioza Kolektiv, Northlane, Can-
cer Bats, Kriss Kross Amsterdam and many others 
to be announced.

Electric Castle features the largest camping area 
in Romania. It is designed to be an experience 
in itself: it is a small town with various comfort 
options and facilities (lounge areas, shops, pan-
oramic terraces).

Electric Castle is scheduled to take place between 
July 18th and 22nd, 2018.
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Comedy Cluj 
is being reinvented

Cluj hosts the biggest European festival 
dedicated to comedy film. Along the eight 
editions which have already taken place, 

Comedy Cluj screened over 950 comedy films, 
and the first comedy theater shows were intro-
duced at the 2015 edition. These special events 
presented another side of the comedy. 

A special place in the festival is held by the spe-
cial section, dedicated to films produced in the 
specialised academies around the world. Already 

a tradition, it offers Romanian and foreign stu-
dents the opportunity to screen their films before 
a large audience. 

In the future, the festival will continue to diversify 
related events to mesmerise the audience with 
other forms of comedy. Thus, for the 9th edition, 
which will take place in autumn 2018, the organ-
izers promise to bring back the smiles to the faces 
of the Cluj people who will live an experience that 
will urge them to explore the comedy. 
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The Transylvania International Film Festival 
(TIFF), organised by the Romanian Film 
Promotion, is the first and largest festival 

dedicated to feature film in Romania. Founded 
in 2002 in Cluj-Napoca, TIFF managed to become 
very quickly the most important event dedicated 
to Romanian film and one of the most spectacular 
cultural events in the area.

Throughout the 16 editions, the TIFF Award for the 
Entire Career was awarded to important European 
and world cinema figures such as Sophia Loren, 
Nastassja Kinski, Geraldine Chaplin, Catherine 

Deneuve, Claudia Cardinale, Annie Girardot, Udo 
Kier, Vanessa Redgrave and Franco Nero. 

The festival has also developed a strong educa-
tional platform for children through EducaTIFF 
and teenagers through the Let’s Go Digital! pro-
gram, an intensive program that gives teenag-
ers the opportunity to cover all stages of filming 
under the close supervision of industry profes-
sionals and using professional equipment.

TIFF takes place between May 25th and June 3rd, 
2018.

Transylvania International 
Film Festival at its 17th edition
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Ópera Aperta,  
outdoor music festival

The event entitled Opera Aperta will be held right 
after the end of TIFF, in June.  Until now, the Operas 
from Iasi, Timisoara and Debrecen have been invited 

to perform alongside the Romanian National Opera in 
Cluj. Opera Aperta shows will be performed both in 

the open air and in the hall, projected on a screen 
in Unirii Square.

Opera Aperta is a form of outdoor show that 
attempts to get closer to the general pub-

lic. Every summer, at the closing of the 
season, the opera artists perform in 
Unirii Square in Cluj. The stage per-
formances are grandiose, worthy of 
the most important opera produc-
tions in the world. 

The sets are large, adapted to the gor-
geous scenery offered by the central square 

of the city, combining the Roman remains with 
Baroque and Medieval buildings, in a perfect atmos-
phere to delight audience with shows such as La Traviata, 
Zorba, Nabucco or Rigoletto. Entrance to these shows is 
free of charge. 

The square accommodates not only the season clo-
sure but also the preview. Every September, the artists 
descend from the Opera House scene to perform on 
the Avram Iancu Square podium, located in front of the 
Orthodox Cathedral. 

They play pieces of the operas to be presented in the 
new season. But artists perform not only in squares, but 
also in the Orthodox and Greek Catholic cathedrals from 
Transylvania, in Cluj-Napoca Central Park, in the Central 
Cemetery and in any place which can be mesmerised by 
good quality music.
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Musical Autumn of Cluj 
celebrates the beauty 
of classical music

One of the most important Transylvanian 
festivals dedicated to classical music, the 
Musical Autumn of Cluj, will celebrate 

the 52nd edition in October 2018. The festival 
is organised by the Transylvania State Philhar-
monic, a prestigious musical institution that has 
been involved in international music projects 
over the years. 

On the one hand, the Cluj Philharmonic excels 
in the field of classical music and has performed 
concerts attended by members of the Royal 

Family of Romania as well as members of the 
Imperial Family of Habsburg, but is also involved 
in less conventional projects such as concerts 
of the rock band Deep Purple or the production 
of the soundtrack of Mel Gibson’s Passion of 
the Christ. 

The Musical Autumn of Cluj is the result of 
this experience and includes symphonic and 
vocal-symphonic concerts, chamber music, cult 
music of all ages, cine-concerts, and jam-session 
in unconventional spaces.
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Jazz in the Park,  
11 days of festival in 2018

From seven days, the festival grows to 11 days 
in 2018, with international and Romanian 
bands: this is what the sixth edition of the 

Jazz in the Park, which takes place in Cluj from 
June 21st to July 1st, 2018, proposes. 

The festival announced its first confirmed bands 
for the 2018 edition: Ciocârlia Fanfare, Moonlight 
Breakfast, A-C Leonte, JazzyBIT, Antal Gabor Trio. 

Ciocârlia Fanfare, the band that stunned the pub-
lic with its Balkan, exuberant, dynamic and lively 
style, sang at some of the world’s most famous 
music festivals and had concerts all over the 
world, the United States, Europe and Asia. 

The fanfare members are considered pioneers 
of the Balkan Brass and Balkan Beats genres, 
and their unique style has ensured their popu-
larity internationally. The concert performed by 

Ciocârlia Fanfare takes place on Sunday, July 1st, 
2018, in the Central Park in Cluj.

Another band confirmed for Jazz in the Park 2018 
is Moonlight Breakfast, one of the few Romanian 
bands that managed to make an important name 
for the musical scene in Europe. The band’s style 
is fresh, electro, beat, nu-jazz and swing. Their 
concert takes place in the Central Park in Cluj on 
June 30th, 2018.

Jazz in the Park takes place in the Central Park 
in Cluj, on Someș River bank and in concert 
halls. Entrance to public events is free, based on 
a non-binding ticket, and subscriptions will be 
offered for sale for concerts in the halls.

The Jazz in the Park Festival is organised by Fapte, 
co-funded by the National Cultural Fund Adminis-
tration and supported by the Cluj-Napoca City Hall.
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The Color Run™ event, also known as the 
“Happiest 5k on the Planet” - is a colorful, 
euphoric race that celebrates health, joy and 

originality. Focused less on running and more on 
fun, The Color Run™ is a five-kilometer untimed 
race, where thousands of participants are painted 
from head to toe in various colors at the end of 
each kilometer.

The fun continues after the end of the race, with 
a giant festival where, once again, the colorful 

powder is used for a blast of happiness and mem-
orable experiences. At the nightfall, The Color 
Run Night begins with electronic music and 
accessories that shine in the dark. All participants 
receive a limited-edition participation kit: fluo-
rescent shirt, front flashlight with UV light, two 
temporary tattoos and one fluorescent powder 
envelope.

Start the Color Run on May 14th, 2018, from Unirii 
Square in Cluj-Napoca!

The Color Run™
 

or the happiest five 
kilometers on the planet 
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Cluj is the European 
City of Sport in 2018

Cluj won a new European title for 2018, 
the European City of Sport. The capital 
of Transylvania is the first Romanian city 

to receive this award.

The title was awarded to a Cluj delegation 
headed by the Mayor, Mr. Emil Boc, and the 
Deputy Mayor, Mr. Dan Tarcea, in Brussels. This 
title is a recognition of the investments made 
in Cluj in the sports infrastructure, namely 

ClujArena, the CFR Cluj stadium, the Multi-Pur-
pose Hall, the “Horia Demian” Sports Hall or the 
“Iuliu Hațieganu” Sports Park. 

A total of 22 European cities will be awarded this 
title in 2018. Cluj was also the European Youth 
Capital in 2015 and reached the national finals 
of the competition for the title of European 
Capital of Culture. In 2018, Cluj will host several 
major European and world competitions. 
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The city with 
the best sports 
infrastructure
Over the past recent years, Cluj has 
become a genuine center of Romanian 
sports. Besides the teams that perform 
at European and world level, the city has 
developed its infrastructure very well. 

Cluj-Napoca has two stadiums that can 
host international matches. ClujArena has 
30,000 seats and it was built by the County 
Council. It features a football pitch and an 
athletics track. It is ranked with 5-star UEFA 
and hosts the matches of Universitatea 
Cluj team. Dr. Constantin Rădulescu Sta-
dium is qualified as 4-star UEFA stadium 
and has a capacity of 23,500 seats. It hosts 
the matches of CFR Cluj team.

Moreover, Cluj enjoys the largest Mul-
ti-Purpose Hall in Romania, with a capac-
ity of 10,000 seats. It hosted events such 
as the Eurobasket, the European Artistic 
Gymnastics Championships and the World 
Traditional Karate Championship.  “Horia 
Demian” Sports Hall is located nearby, with 
a capacity of 3,000 seats. 

In Cluj-Napoca there is also the “Iuliu Haț-
ieganu” Sports Park, with numerous sports 
grounds, and 27-hectare area, and Gheo-
rgheni Sportive Training Camp, the newest 
and most modern in Romania, with an area 
of   9.4 hectares. 
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FedCup: Romania 
plays against 
Canada in Clu

The Romanian women’s tennis team will play 
at FedCup a very important match against 
Canada to be held in Cluj. This is the World 

Group II tiebreaker. The FedCup tournament will 
take place in the Multi-Purpose Hall on February 
10th and 11th. The Romanian team starts a favour-
ite in this duel. The team consists of five WTA Top 
100 players, including Simona Halep, who at the 
time of publication of this text, is WTA number 
1. Most likely, the Romanian team will include 
Simona Halep, Irina Begu, Sorana Cârstea and 
Monica Niculescu. 

On the other hand, the Canadian team’s star, 
Eugenie Bouchard, will be absent. Instead, Fran-
coise Abanda and Bianca Andreescu, a Canadian 
player with Romanian origins, will probably play 
in Cluj.

Romania and Canada also played in FedCup in 
2015. Then the Romanians won 3-2. The Roma-
nian FedCup team also played at the Multi-Pur-
pose Hall in Cluj in 2016, against the Czech 
Republic and Germany, both matches lost by the 
Romanian team.
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TAKES PLACE ON APRIL 15TH 
WIZZ INTERNATIONAL MARATHON

Cluj hosts the most important athletic com-
petition in Transylvania. Intended since its 
very first edition as a sporting event meant 

to bring together professional and amateur run-
ners from the country and abroad, the marathon 
became a symbol event that defines Cluj-Napoca 
as a European sports city. Approximately 5,200 ath-
letes take part in Wizz International Marathon held 
at Cluj-Napoca, of which at least 300 from abroad.

The trials include the marathon, the half mara-
thon, but also the marathon relay, a 10,000-meter 
cross, a popular 4,000-meter cross, as well as 

crosses for children which, depending on the age 
of the participants, will have the lengths between 
400 and 1,000 meters. 

The marathon is part of the sports events pro-
gram organised under the auspices of Runners 
Club, which promotes sport as a healthy way 
of life. 

The 2017 edition of the International Marathon 
in Cluj will take place on April 15th. The organisers 
estimate that the participants will come from 25 
countries.
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The WUKF European Karate 
Championships will be held in Cluj

The Multi-Purpose Hall in Cluj-Napoca will 
host one of the most important European 
competitions dedicated to karate. This is the 

WUKF European Champions Cup. The competi-
tion will bring to Cluj the best karateka on the 
continent. 

The WUKF European Championships will be held 
in the Multi-Purpose Hall on December 1st and 

2nd, 2018, announced the Romanian Federation 
representatives. This event will take place after 
the Multi-Purpose Hall in Cluj has already hosted 
two other major karate competitions in 2017, 
of which the most important was the Fudokan 
Karate World Championship. 

These events enshrined the major role that Cluj 
plays in developing the martial arts in Europe.
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The most important 
nine-pin bowling 

world competition is 
held in Cluj

Cluj-Napoca will host the most important 
nine-pin bowling world competition. The 
event will take place in May and will be 

hosted by the Multi-Purpose Hall. The 2018 Nine-
Pin Bowling World Championships to be organ-
ised in Cluj will be in fact a 3 in 1 competition. 

Thus, a World Cup will be held for U 19 juniors 
during May 9th - 13th. It will be followed by the Jun-
ior U 23 World Championships held between May 
14th and 19th. The nine-pin bowling season will 
culminate in the World Seniors Championships, 
which will take place between May 20th and 26th. 

The Romanian Nine-Pin Bowling Federation 
hopes to resume, with the help of this compe-
tition, a glorious tradition, which means many 
European and world medals for Romania. Over 
the recent years, this sport has been losing 
ground in Romania to its American version, the 
ten-pin bowling. 
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The Cadet 
European Judo 
Cup takes 
place in May

More than 1,000 participants are 
expected at Făgetului Marathon

On may 20th, Făget Forest area located at 
the outskirts of Cluj hosts a competition 
that has become a tradition. Several com-

petitions are held under the auspices of Făget 
Marathon. 

The most important are the Banca Transilvania 
Trail Running, which brings together over 1,000 
mountain bike enthusiasts and the UCIMTB Mar-
athon, dedicated to amateurs and professionals 
around the world.

The best judo European cadets are invited 
to Cluj on May 5th and 6th. The capital of 
Transylvania will host the Cadet European 

Judo Cup. Cluj also hosted such competitions in 

2015 and 2016. Each time more than 500 ath-
letes took part in such competitions, and the 
representatives of the European Judo Feder-
ation expect a similar number of participants.
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The European Table Tennis 
Championships for Junior and 
Cadets takes place in July

One of the most important European sports 
competitions will take place in Cluj-Na-
poca. This is the European Table Tennis 

Championships for Junior and Cadets. Cluj com-
peted against Prague for the honour of hosting 
this European Championships. 

The European Table Tennis Championships for 
Junior and Cadets will be held during July 15th to 

24th at the Multi-Purpose Hall. The representatives 
of the Romanian Table Tennis Federation say that 
24 competition tables will be placed in the main 
hall of the Multi-Purpose Hall, plus the training 
tables from the secondary hall. 1,200 participants 
from 40 countries are expected for this event. The 
last European table tennis competition hosted by 
Romania took place in 1959 in Constanța.
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Transilvania Rally  
una de las mejores competiciones 

automovilísticos de Europa

La primera etapa del Campeonato Europeo 
de Rallyes, Tour European Rally y la etapa del 
Campeonato Nacional de Rallyes, Transilva-

nia Rally se desarrolla durante 5-6 de mayo en 
Cluj-Napoca. 

Transilvania Rally se convirtió en 2017 en la pri-
mera etapa europea del campeonato de la Serie 
TER y traerá en Cluj-Napoca en 5-6 mayo unas 
de las mejoras competiciones automovilísticos 
de Europa. 

Transilvania Rally traerá en 2018 la más nueva 
versión de una de las más antiguas competiciones 
del deporte automovilístico de Rumanía desde 
1976. Dângău, Tarnița, Mărișel, Făget pero también 
las nuevas pruebas – Beliş o Mănăstireni – son eta-
pas fantásticas en macadán con una mezcla de 
secciones de gran velocidad y virajes estrechos.  

Durante la prueba súper-especial del centro de 
la ciudad, los aficionados por automovilismo 
pueden estar muy cerca a los competidores. 
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World Footnet Championship, 
held for the first time in Cluj

The Multi-Purpose Hall in Cluj will host a new 
world competition in November. This is the 
FootNet World Championship.

24 national teams will take part in this competi-
tion. Among the national teams to come to Cluj 
are the world champion, the Czech Republic, as 
well as the vice-champion, Slovakia. Naturally, 
Romania will also take part, as it won the bronze 

medal at the last world championship. The best 
Romanian athlete in this field will also participate 
in the competition held in Cluj. 

We’re talking about 34-year-old Georgel Bobiș, 
who won the silver medal at the last Footnote 
World Championship held in Brno in the Czech 
Republic. The single, double and triple trials will 
be held in Cluj. 
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Men’s Basketball: 
Romania plays in 
Cluj in the World 
Championship 
Qualifiers

Two of the most important matches of the 
World Basketball Championship qualifiers 
in 2019 will be played in Cluj. The Romanian 

National Team will play against the teams of Italy 
and Croatia at the Multi-Purpose Hall. The Roma-
nia - Italy match will take place on February 26th and 
Romania - Croatia match is scheduled for July 1st. 

Croatia played in Cluj against Romania during 
Eurobasket, and the victory belonged to the Cro-
atian players. The teams of Italy, Croatia, Holland 
and Romania are part of the qualifiers group. The 
first three to be ranked after the direct matches 
will qualify for the second round of the World 
Championship qualifiers. 

Men’s Basketball: 
Romania plays in 
Cluj in the World 
Championship 
Qualifiers
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The city vibrating 
of nightlife

Vibranting nightlife is one of the phenomena 
that make Cluj so wonderful and special. 
Glamorous clubs, elegant bistros or chic 

pubs make the Transylvanian capital a place for 
the best parties. The Cluj bars and restaurants 
cater for every taste. Club Midi, for example, has 
been included in the top 100 of the best clubs in 
the world, according to DJ Magazine. 

In turn, the Joben was included by BoredPanda.
com in the Top 20 of the world’s most successful 
interior design creations. BoredPanda has also 
included SAX with friends in Top 7 of the world’s 
best secret pubs. The atmosphere in these pubs, 
along with low-priced and good drinks and food, 
as well as young people who know how to have 
fun are already part of the Cluj brand. 
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CLUJ NEVER SLEEPS, 
es la noche blanca de la cultura

Cluj Never Sleeps promotes culture among 
the general public, in a unique and attrac-
tive way, by creating an intense cultural 

program of activities and events, carried out non-
stop throughout an entire night.

The project is conducted as a “White Night” 
of culture, when the city is more alive, more 
dynamic and younger, and multiculturalism 
meets interactivity. Cluj Never Sleeps started 
from a simple idea. Cluj is unique through diver-
sity - both by the presence of numerous cultures 

and a variety of leisure options. Everyone can 
discover here the passion for culture and share 
it with friends.

All this can be experienced best in the shortest 
night of the year, the summer solstice, when Cluj 
Never Sleeps is organised. There are 24 hours of 
non-stop activities. A whole day in which young 
people can spend their time with the most crea-
tive and the most entertaining events.

www.clujneversleeps.ro
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The well-known publication The Huffington 
Post included Cluj in the top cities where 
the art of the future is created, and Lonely 

Planet mentioned Cluj art which is hardly out of 
the ordinary. The editors of the two international 
publications were right. Cluj succeeded in becom-
ing world famous through its contemporary art 
hubs. ZAIN artists are among those who managed 
to blend architecture, design and visual arts. 

Moreover, the artists assembled at the Brush Fac-
tory Cultural Center succeeded in turning a for-
mer Communist-era factory into an artistic pole 

that brings together some of the best-known 
art creators in Romania, among whom the Cluj 
inhabitant Adrian Ghenie, who became the top-
rated Romanian painter. 

The Center of Interest is another community 
of artists who are experimenting new ways of 
expressing themselves. Hub 33 is another com-
munity of artists who not only explore new ways 
of artistic expression, but also ways of social inno-
vation. Furthermore, tourists arriving in Cluj can 
encounter live art in other projects and commu-
nities, such as Urban Stage, Urania or IAGA. 

Contemporary 
art hubs
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An original and surprising 
gastronomy

Transylvanian cuisine is one of the most origi-
nal and most delicious. Important chefs have 
been surprised by the extraordinary taste of 

fruits and vegetables. Paul Bloomfield compares, 
for example, Transylvania with a huge vegetable 
garden with intense flavour, and experts from the 
International Taste & Quality Institute in Brussels 
have been delighted with products such as Luna 
Solai cold pressed oils produced in the village of 
Luncani in Cluj County. 

The most famous local dish is the Cabbage à la 
Cluj, a recipe dating back to the Middle Ages, 
which includes sour cabbage, minced meat, rice, 
paprika and other ingredients kept secret by 

each chef. Another local preparation is the hurut 
soup, of Armenian inspiration, the ingredient of 
which is the milk in which various aromatic herbs 
fermented. 

The Transylvanian cuisine includes Romanian 
dishes such as the wild mushroom stew, Hungar-
ian dishes such as goulash, German dishes, such 
as pork sausages with cabbage, but also of Bal-
kan inspiration such as sarmale (stuffed cabbage 
rolls) or mititei, or Mediterranean inspiration, such 
as polenta or different kinds of goat cheese. All 
must be accompanied by plum brandy, Târnave 
white wines or with the excellent beer and cider 
produced locally.
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Street Food Festival,  
a new world to explore

Street Food Festival is the first Romanian fes-
tival dedicated to street food. It started in 
2016 in Cluj and the adventure continues in 

2018 so that the tastes of Romanians all over the 
country be pampered. 

The festival features native or international appe-
tising products, concerts, interactive activities to 
ensure unforgettable culinary and multicultural 
experiences. In 2018, the Street Food Festival will 
include an outdoor cinema area, a concert scene, 

a pet-friendly venue, a wine bar, a coffee shop, 
a pop-up market, workshops, culinary demon-
strations, conferences and sessions in which 
passers-by are invited to find the best match 
between different types of beer or wine, and food. 

Cluj-Napoca Street Food Festival takes place 
between July 12th and 15th, 2018 and its winter 
alternative, Cluj-Napoca Street Food Festival 
Christmas Goodies, takes place between Decem-
ber 11th and 16th, 2018.
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Mărțișor,
 a tradition 
recognized by UNESCO

One of the oldest and most interesting Romanian 
traditions is that of Mărțişor - March Amulet. 
Since 2017, Mărțișor has been included on the 

UNESCO list of immaterial heritage. 

Ethnologists believe that this is a tradition with 
pre-Christian roots, which is prevalent  only in Roma-
nia, the Republic of Moldova and Bulgaria, that is in 
the places where Romanians live or have lived. This 
tradition means that in March, ladies wear a white 
and red woven string. Over the last centuries, a small 
medallion, a pendant or a small jewel was attached 
to this string. 

The white and red string represents, on the one hand, 
the winter snow melting down, and on the other hand, 
the sun’s power that defeats the winter. The medal-
lion symbolises prosperity. In Cluj, the March amulets 
can be purchased at the Mărțişor Fair, which is held 
every year  at the end of February and the beginning 
of March, in Unirii Square. March Amulets  are crafted 
by artisans and artists, so each of them is a jewel and 
a work of art.
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The Christmas Fair and 
the New Year’s Eve party 
lighten up the city of Cluj

The winter holidays flood Cluj with light and 
good mood. It is the moment when the Christ-
mas lights are festively lit and the traditional 

Christmas Fair opens in Unirii Square in Cluj-Napoca. 

Under the wonderful net of light which creates a 
magical atmosphere, one can skate on ice, drink 
mulled wine or eat glazed apples or roasted 
chestnuts. The Christmas Fair brings to Cluj pro-
ducers of traditional products, handicrafts and 

art. Every evening artists get on scene and sing 
Romanian carols. 

The evenings are also animated by live music 
concerts. Famous local artists and international 
interpreters turn the holiday atmosphere into a 
truly festive one. Concerts are organised for the 
New Year’s Eve party, and each year the City Hall 
offers 700 bottles of champagne to those who 
gather downtown to party.
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8 - 10 June 
Kurzfilmfestival „Tres Court“

11 - 12 June 
Techsylvania 

16 - 17 June 
Somes Delivery

3 - 6 May 
Festival du Film Francais

June 
Delahoya

June 
Lolly Boom

July 
Mox - Music Outdoor 

eXperience

Events of 2018 

15 April 
Lord of the Dance
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5 - 7 October 
Mioritmic

October 
TIMAF

1 November 
Ave Maria @ Zentralfriedhof

2 - 4 November 
Cluj Blues Fest

6 - 12 November 
Internationales Stand-up Com-
edy Festival

20 October 
We love retro

October - November 
SoNoRo

17 July - 1 August 
Smida Jazz Festival

28 - 30 September| 
Clujotronic
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Medical tourism in the heart 
of Transylvania

Dozens of medical practices are increasingly 
sought by patients worldwide. The profes-
sionalism of doctors and nurses, as well 

as state-of-the-art appliances, all at affordable 
prices, have made medical tourism flourish in Cluj. 

In addition to specialised dental clinics, there are 
also medical practices dedicated to ophthalmo-
logical surgery or cosmetic surgery.

Accommodation services at international stand-
ards, scheduled flights of almost everywhere in 
the world (see next page) and medical services 
at reasonable prices have turned Cluj into the 
perfect destination for medical tourism, which 
can be combined with visiting all the attractions 
in the city and its surroundings, or participating 
in many events which take place every year in 
Cluj-Napoca.
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